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Minutes from October 17, 2014, Monthly Meeting in the Matthew Environmental Train-

ing and Conference Center - by Steve Pirner, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Second Vice President Kayla Fawcett called the meeting to order at 12:10 with 22 in attend-

ance from BIA, DENR, DOT, LTAP, U.S. Corps of Engineers, and Wenck Associates (see at-

tached sign-up sheet).  Vice President Fawcett opened the meeting by asking for a motion to 

approve the September 19, 2014, minutes and the budget statement.  Laurie Schultz moved, se-

conded by Kevin Goeden, motion approved.  Vice President Fawcett asked everyone to intro-

duce      themselves, and then began committee reports.  

Committee Reports: 

 Legislative (Mike Perkovich) – No report.   

 Scholarship (Laurie Schultz) – No report.   

 Community Service (Patrick Wellner) – Vice President Fawcett reported that Patrick held 

the SDES Central Chapter fall ditch cleanup on October 14, 2014.  Patrick had reported in 

an earlier email that Garland Erbele, Kevin Goeden, Jim Wendte, Mike Perkovich, Tim 

Schaal, Andy Bruels, Dave Coley, Al Berreth, and Jim Oehlerking all helped.  After Tim 

Schaal’s cooler was emptied on top of the hill to help revive the cleanup crew, it was      

rumored a secondary gathering was held at Dudley’s and some more cold refreshments 

were enjoyed.  End result - another successful ditch cleanup. 

 Entertainment (Tim Schaal) – No report.    

 Professional Development (Jim Wendte) – Larry Weiss reported he attended the annual 

SDES Fall PDH Conference hosted by the Black Hills Chapter in Rapid City on October 9, 

2014.  It was a good conference; attendance was 146 with 39 students. 

 Public Relations (Kent Woodmansey) – Kent reported that with the construction season 

coming to a close, this is a good time to think about projects that could be nominated for 

our Engineering Project of the Year award during Engineer’s Week in February. 

 Design Professionals Coalition (Al Berreth & Jeff Heinz) – No report on the coalition, but 

Al reported on the fall SDES Board meeting.  He said Toby Crow representing the “Roads 

Are Vital Coalition” presented their campaign for increasing public and political support for 

improving our roads and bridges to the board.  The board voted to support the coalition, but 

did not offer any funding due to the tight SDES budget.  Al also mentioned the SDES Board 

is seeking candidates for the SDES Secretary/Treasurer, and Laurie Schultz said she is  

looking for someone to take over the Awards Chair as she is stepping down.   

 Mathcounts (Dave Coley) – Vice President Fawcett reported the Kings Inn is reserved for 

the state competition.  Meanwhile, Dave Coley is in the process of contacting about 40 

schools to get input on whether the Central Chapter should continue to host a local       

Mathcounts event.    
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 Mathcounts Fundraising (Mike Durick & Dave Templeton) – No report. 

 Engineers Week (Andy Bruels) – No report.  

 Membership (Vacant) – Vice President Fawcett reported the Central Chapter has not 

gained any new members since last month.  

 Bylaws (Tom Gilsrud) – No report. 

 Licensure (Jeanne Goodman) – Jeanne Goodman reported that next weekend is exam 

week and wished GOOD LUCK to all those taking it! 

 Communications (Stacy Froelich) – No report. 

 Discovery Center (Andy Bruels) – No report. 

 
Old Business: Following up on Stacy Froelich’s report last month on the “Hometown Hero” 

program sponsored by the local Modern Woodmen chapter, Vice President Fawcett said we 

need to make a motion identifying who we want the $100 donation from the Modern Woodmen 

to go to.  Laurie Schultz moved the donation go to the Discovery Center, seconded by Kevin 

Goeden, motion passed.  Steve Pirner reminded everyone to mark down December 8th on their 

schedule as that will be when the Hometown Hero dinner for the SDES Central Chapter will be 

held at the Red Rosa Restaurant.   

 
New Business:   

 Jeanne Goodman reported the South Dakota Well Drillers Association is looking for       

applicants for their $9,000 in available scholarship money.  Applicants must be a resident of 

South Dakota or a relative of an individual employed by a member company and must be a 

full time student having completed their freshman year at an accredited South Dakota    

University or Technical School with a major emphasis in a degree related to the water well/    

groundwater industry.  Areas of study can include engineering, geology, hydrogeology,  

environmental sciences, pump installation/plumbing, geo-thermal, etc.  Applications can be 

obtained by emailing  Dennis Duvall, Committee Chairman, at dennis@dakotaenv.com and 

completed applications must be received by Dennis by December 1, 2014.  

 Vice President Fawcett reminded everyone that tickets for Tim Bjorneberg’s induction into 

the South Dakota Transportation Hall of Honor at The View on October 28th can be         

obtained by contacting Patricia Saukel at patricia.saukel@state.sd.us.   According to the 

DOT press release, “Tim spent 31 years with the South Dakota Department 

of Transportation beginning his career in a field office in Yankton in 1980. 

He later moved to Pierre and held various positions including squad leader, 

Chief Road Design Engineer and State Highway Engineer. His last six 

years were spent as the program manager of the office of Project Develop-

ment before his retirement in 2011.  Tim employed a business mentality to 

the management of the state’s transportation system. He was a champion of 

technology, policy development and proper investment at the right location 

at the right time. He knew the value of each project to the traveling public, but more        

importantly, he recognized the value of the department’s employees.  Tim’s expertise and 

commitment to excellence and quality reached far beyond South Dakota’s borders as      

documented by the numerous local and national committees he participated in. He knew 

that by working together to develop best practices, states would be able to provide a safe, 

efficient and effective transportation system.”  Congratulations, Tim! 

Door Prizes: Vice President Fawcett held the door prize drawings for: 

Free lunch – won by Kayla Fawcett, and 

DENR air pressure gage and bottle opener – won by Jeanne Goodman. 

mailto:dennis@dakotaenv.com
mailto:patricia.saukel@state.sd.us


3 

Presentation:  Dean VanDeWiele, PE, DOT Pierre Area Engineer, gave a presentation entitled, 

“North Garfield Construction Project – A Brief Overview of The Truck Route and Development 

in North Pierre from Past to Present.”  Dean reminded us that in 1996, there was nothing in 

north Pierre but open fields and 4th Street was a road to nothing.  In 2002, they saw a little     

development starting in north Pierre, so in 2003 they designated access points along the truck 

route every 1,000 feet.  Development picked up in 2004 with the construction of Wal-Mart, 

then Knecht and the new Beck Motors, and then the excavation for flood levees in 2011 really 

opened the area for development.  Now we have a new school and Menard’s under construction 

in north Pierre.  All of this development has been facilitated by the excellent highway planning 

done back before anything was there.   

 

Because Menard’s is on a fast track, upgrading Garfield Avenue has been an especially       

challenging project.  DOT started with a Traffic Impact Study, and then had many, many      

decisions to make in the highway design.  For example, should the project: 

 include curb and gutter?   

 4 or 5 lanes? 

 include pipe replacement?  

 have a raised median?  

 traffic signals, what kind and where? 

 include the Highway 14/83 intersection in the upgrade or not? 

 how to deal with traffic during construction?  

 

Regarding the last bullet, initially Dean was going to close Garfield to allow for uninterrupted          

construction to meet the tight construction deadline.  However, rerouting traffic onto the airport 

road was “surface pretty, but hollow at depth” 

because the airport road is not built to handle 

that volume of traffic.  In addition, Dean was     

persuaded that routing truck traffic around the 

dam was not fair due to the extra cost to the 

trucking industry.  Therefore, at the last minute, 

Dean was able to work a deal with the city of 

Pierre to use their frontage road as a  detour as 

long as the city gets the frontage road back by 

October 31.  He then replaced the signals at 4th 

and Garfield with two-way stop signs, even 

though some said “you are going to kill some-

one.”  Along with putting temporary traffic   

signals on 4th and Euclid to deal with traffic shifting from Garfield to avoid the construction, 

this plan to deal with traffic throughout the construction project has worked well.     

In the end, the Garfield project under construction consists of full reconstruction of the north 

end of the truck route from a rural two-lane highway to an urban four-lane with a raised center 

concrete median, as well as left and right turn lanes added at specified locations. A new signal-

ized intersection with crosswalks will be constructed at Brookstone Loop in anticipation of the    

proposed development in that area.  The project is on schedule and has had zero accidents.  
 

After thanking Dean for his excellent presentation, Vice President Fawcett asked for a motion 

to adjourn; motion by Wally Larsen, seconded by Tim Bjorneberg, motion passed.  For those  

willing to stay, Tim Schaal showed an older video entitled “Breaking the Cycle” that          

highlighted the 1972 flood in Rapid City which killed 238 people and the steps taken to ensure 

that such a loss-of-life disaster never happens again by designing a greenway through town. 



4 


